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Session 1: Therapist, intermediary or garbage can? School social work and counseling in Swedish 
elementary schools. 

Presenter: Marie Kjellgren MSW, PhD-Student – Sweden 

Description: The lecture focus on the School Social Workers (SSWs) individual counseling practice with 

children (6-16 years of age) in elementary schools in Sweden and on critical components that affects the 

role and performance of SSWs. The lecture is based on Maria Kjellgrens thesis on SSWs individual 

counselling practice. 

Goals & Learning Objectives:  

• Demonstrate knowledge of the field of School Social work and counseling children in elementary schools in 
Sweden (and international). 

• Demonstrate understanding of critical components that influence the role and performance among school 
social workers in Swedish elementary schools 

• Critically discuss School social work/counseling research relevant to my doctorate area, using arguments 
and evidence from Swedish and international researchers. 

 

Session 2: A treasure box for parents:  Emotional readiness for school starters 

Presenter: Dr. Marelize Vergottini – Vereeniging, Gauteng  

Description: Parents often overlook the importance of emotional readiness for school starters based on 
a belief that strong cognitive abilities will help children to naturally adapt in the education system.   Age-
appropriate self-regulation, perseverance, independence, and problem-solving abilities are some of the 
essential emotional skills for the school starter. Although motional readiness largely depends on natural 

development, it is greatly influenced by parenting.  The Treasure Box-program was developed to 
integrate relevant information and guidelines on emotional readiness with pleasurable child-parent 
learning activities. 

 
Goals & Learning Objectives:  

• To give a breakdown of the theoretical foundation of the program with specific focus on early childhood 
development, the different development stages of school-going children, and important components of 

emotional readiness 

• To illustrate and discuss the different components and activities of the program. 

• To practice some of the program’s activities in a simulation activity. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Session 3: Harmful religious practices and mass hysteria in schools:  A multicultural perspective 

Presenter: Dr. Marelize Vergottini - Vereeniging, Gauteng 

Description: Growing incidents of mass hysteria incidents have been reported in some South African 
schools. Often these incidents are connected to harmful religious practices and local communities tend to 
blame witchcraft or drugs. School social workers need to have high levels of cultural sensitivity and 
respect for diversity to respond to incidents like these. 

 
Goals & Learning Objectives:  

• To make use of case studies to introduce attendees to the realities and challenges of harmful religious 
practices leading to mass hysteria incidents in South African schools 

• To explore and discuss skills required from the school social worker in dealing with mass-hysteria in schools 
in a culturally sensitive way. 

• To facilitate an open discussion on societal issues that may also lead to mass-hysteria incidents. 

 
 
Session 4: Positive Discipline:  A groupwork framework to manage disruptive behavior in schools 

Presenter: Dr. Marelize Vergottini, Vereeniging, Gauteng  

Description: This workshop introduces a groupwork program on positive discipline and management of 

disruptive behavior, implemented in a South African primary school. Positive discipline is supported by 

self-knowledge, life skills and social responsiveness. The program includes the following topics: self-

discovery, respect, friendship, peer pressure, bullying, choices, anger control, self-regulation and taking 

responsibility. 

Goals & Learning Objectives:  

• To introduce attendees to the framework underlying the positive discipline group work program. 

• To demonstrate some of the program topics and its practice implementation. 

• To engage attendees in interactive simulations of the program contents and activities. 

 

Session 5: Opportunities to reclaim group work as a social work method in school social work placement 

- a case study of LGBTQ+ groups in secondary schools in England 

Presenter: Ms. Jennifer Rafter, MA, Colchester, Essex  

Description: During a SWIS (Social workers in schools) practice learning project within an English 
university, students written reflections and direct observations showcased how social work students were 

undertaking creative and inclusive groups with LGBTQ+ young people. These documents spotlighted the 
multiple beneficiaries of social work intervention in schools. 

Goals & Learning Objectives:  

• To support marginalized, voiceless, and oppressed groups and create a safe and empowering space in 
schools 

• To reclaim groupwork as a social work method and promote empowerment, mutual aid, and change 
• Schools as a setting for development, use of self and reflection on the personal/professional 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Session 6: School Social Work in Rosario Argentina: Promoting Social Justice and Human Rights 

Presenter: Leticia Villarreal Sosa, PhD, LCSW, CADC, PEL School Social Work – Chicago, 

Illinois  

Description: The project was designed to provide professional development to school social workers in 

Argentina as well as conduct a qualitative research project focused on the roles of school social workers 

in Rosario, Argentina, a city about 4 hours from Buenos Aires.  Social workers in this area are hard at 

work advocating for legislation that would require schools in Rosario to hire school social workers as part 

of their multi-disciplinary teams.  Currently social workers commonly work in private schools with children 

with special needs and in public settings in night schools or alternative programs.  It is the hope that this 

research will provide continued support for the grassroots efforts of social workers in Rosario to promote 

school social work and continue their professional development in this area of specialization. This 

research focuses on the roles of school social workers in Argentina as well as a cross-national comparison 

of foundational knowledge of school social workers in Argentina and the U.S., including the contributions 

school social work knowledge in Argentina can make to practice in the U.S.  

Goals & Learning Objectives:  

• Learn about a human rights approach to school social work practice.  

• Understand the roles of school social workers in Argentina 

• Consider aspects of school social work practice in Argentina that can be applied to other national contexts 
including the U.S.  

 


