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Give a cheeré.School social 
workers are here!

mental health professionals 

who provide services that 

promote social, emotional 

and behavioral well -being in 

school and in life.

School Social Workers areé
School Social Workers 

are specially trained

to

provide services 

unique to the school setting

to all students.

Individual and group counseling to develop:

Åtime management & study skills

Åsocial skills

Åappropriate assertiveness

Åself advocacy

Åanger and stress management

Facilitating activities that increase:

Åmotivation to learn

Åattachment to school

Åcommunity involvement

Services to Students Supporting School Staff

Â Identifying factors that 
are barriers to learning 

ÂStrategizing behavior 

management techniques 
and developing plans

ÂHelping build 
partnerships between 

teachers and families

ÂListening and supporting
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Supporting Families

Â Helping families enhance their 
childrenôs school experience.

Â Connecting students and families 
with community services.

Â Empowering families to advocate 

for their child and themselves.

ÂBridging the gap between schools and 
culturally diverse families.

Public Policy and SSW

Â Funding for SSW can be tied to federal 
dollars and federal mandates.

ÂAny changes at the federal or state level 
could affect SSW positions.

ÂWithin states, levels of services from 
school to school and district to district may 
vary.

Why Hire School Social Workers?

ÂPrevention & early intervention are cost 
effective.

School social workersé
Â perform functional behavioral assessments and develop 

behavioral intervention plans.

Â develop social and developmental histories.

Â provide direct group and individual counseling.

Â help identify and assess students with mental health and 
behavioral challenges.

Â connect families with community resources, as needed.

More Reasons to Hire SSW

ÂChildren are experiencing greater 
challenges and have a wider range of 
needs. 

School social workers addressé
Â bullying, harassment, and school violence.

Â family stressors, e.g., economic, domestic.

Â absenteeism and dropout prevention.

Â growing needs of students with disabilities.

Even MORE Reasonsé

ÂStudents needs must be addressed in 
positive ways.

School social workers
Âhelp implement programs of ñpositive behavioral 
interventions and supports.ò

Âhelp design interventions through ñresponse to 

interventionò school teams.

Â train and assist school staff on finding positive 

solutions to working with difficult students.

Weôre #1!

é.so prove it!
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Be an Advocate for SSW

ÂAdvocates = People in 
the community who 
make their voices heard

ÂAdvocacy= Mobilization 
of a network of activists 
for a common goal

ÂConstituency = power!

Use Your SSW Skills!
Â Identify the problem

ÂGather data and assess the situation

ÂDevelop an ñinterventionò strategy 

ÂCollaborate and resolve conflicts

ÂAddress ñcrisesò

ÂServe as a resource

Â Follow up

SSWs are Change Agents

We cané..

Let current policies stand

OR
Work together to affect change

ñAdvocacy iséAdvocacy!ò
Â Local
ÂLocal governments

ÂSchool Boards, superintendents, principals

ÂState
ÂState legislatures

ÂState agencies

Â Federal
ÂCongress

ÂFederal agencies

Find your advocacy 

ñcomfort level!ò

Six Steps to Effective Advocacy

ÂDetermine the issue!

ÂResearch the issue.

Â Build a network.

ÂCommunicate with your allies.

ÂSet clear goals and reasonable 
expectations.

ÂDevelop a plan and take action.


